MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN
OF THE CITY OF SUNSET HILLS MISSOURI
HELD ON FEBRUARY 11, 2020
BE IT REMEMBERED that the Board of Aldermen of the City of Sunset Hills, Missouri
met in regular session held in the Robert C. Jones Auditorium at City Hall, 3939 South
Lindbergh Blvd., on Tuesday, February 11, 2020. The meeting convened at 6:00 p.m.
The meeting began with those present standing for the reciting of the Pledge of
Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Present:
Patricia Fribis
Dee Baebler
Ann McMunn
Steve Bersche
Casey Wong
Kurt Krueger
Nathan Lipe
Thompson Price
Eric Sterman
Susanna Messmer
Bryson Baker
Gerald Brown
Robert E. Jones
Absent:

Mark Colombo

-Mayor
-Alderman Ward I
-Alderman Ward I
-Alderman Ward II
-Alderman Ward II
-Alderman Ward III
-Alderman Ward III
-Alderman Ward IV
-City Administrator
-Finance Director
-City Engineer
-Director of Parks & Recreation
-City Attorney
-Alderman Ward IV

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Copies of the minutes of the January 14, 2020 regular and closed session meetings
were distributed to the members for their review.
Alderman Price made a motion to accept the regular and closed session meetings as
read. Alderman Bersche seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.
CONSENT AGENDA
•
•
•

Bills to be approved
Request from Helen Fitzgerald’s for a temporary tent from March 5-19,
2020 for St. Baldrick’s Cancer Fundraiser and St. Patrick’s Day festivities
Request from Laumeier Sculpture Park for City sponsorship of the Annual
Art Fair, May 8-10, 2020, temporary signage, and one-way traffic on Rott
Road during the event

•

Request from Home Depot to use parking spaces for their seasonal
outdoor merchandise

Alderman Price made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Alderman McMunn
seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.
PUBLIC HEARING
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mr. Frank Hardy stated he sent an email to members of the board regarding the tax
abatement. He stated he has always had to pay sales tax on a hotel room. He is opposed to
this parking garage proposal.
Mr. Gary Vincent referenced and read portions of Chapter 353 of the Missouri Statutes.
He read the section on blighted areas, stated that blighted areas are not usually subject to large
increases in their assessed valuations.
Ms. Cathy Friedmann stated why do we need this and what the rush is to have this
ordinance passed (Chapter 353).
Mr. Jim McBroom asked about the flooding topic. He hopes the City gets proactive in
this flooding situation.
OLD BUSINESS
Mayor Fribis stated she attended the Crestwood/Sunset Hills Gala, and announced that
AJ Borzillo, Inc. received the Community Improvement Award, for their re-development of the
old Gianino’s building.
CITY OFFICIAL AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
City Clerk/City Administrator – Eric Sterman stated nothing to report.
Finance Director - Susanna Messmer stated nothing to report.
Chief of Police – Stephen Dodge stated nothing to report.
City Attorney – Robert E. Jones stated due to the adoption of the Constitutional
Amendment allowing medical marijuana, he’s asking the board for authorization to prepare
ordinances that will change our code.
Mayor Fribis stated two licenses have been awarded to Sunset Hills, one on Watson
Road, and the other on Lindbergh in the new Jimmy John’s building.
Alderman Lipe made a motion to have Attorney Jones prepare legislation. Alderman
Bersche seconded the motion and it unanimously passed.
City Engineer – Bryson Baker gave updates; the Lindbergh sidewalk project will begin in
March, the no U-turn sign will be placed, and they are still in discussion with MoDOT regarding

the corridor traffic study and the driveway at Andre’s, plans were submitted to FEMA and
SEMA.
Director of Parks & Recreation – Gerald Brown stated nothing to report.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Finance Committee – Alderman Colombo (absent), Mr. Sterman stated a meeting was
held in January to review the 2019 budget. He stated some budget adjustments for 2019 and
2020 are being considered.
Alderman Baebler asked if a budget adjustment was being made for mowing at the
Bander Property. Mr. Sterman stated no, not at this time. Alderman Baebler asked about the
procedure to have a budget adjustment done for this purpose. Mr. Sterman replied with some
suggestions.
Economic Development Committee – Alderman Baebler stated nothing to report.
Parks & Recreation Commission – Alderman Bersche stated the flea market is on
February 15, and the driving range opens on March 2.
Police Advisory Board – Alderman Bersche stated nothing to report, except a change in
meetings. He stated meetings will held quarterly and will meet when needed or requested.
Public Works Committee – Alderman Krueger stated nothing to report.
NEW BUSINESS
Bill No. 87 – An Ordinance electing to participate in the Show Me Green Sales Tax
Holiday
FIRST READING
Alderman Lipe read Bill No. 87 for a first reading.
Bill No. 88 – An Ordinance enacting New Article III of Chapter 19-1/2 Related to
Development Plans seeking Real Property Tax Abatement pursuant to Chapter 353
FIRST READING
*Request for a second reading*
Alderman Bersche read Bill No. 88 for a first reading.
Attorney Jones explained this bill more in depth, to clarify some uncertainties from the
public comments.
Several Aldermen had questions for Attorney Jones.
Alderman Price made a motion to suspend the rules and read Bill No. 88 for a second
reading. Alderman Bersche seconded the motion.

ROLL CALL VOTE
Vote: Motion failed (summary: Yes = 5. No = 2)
Yes: Thompson Price, Casey Wong, Steven Bersche, Kurt Krueger, Nathan Lipe.
No: Ann McMunn, Dee Baebler
The suspension of the rules for Bill No. 88 failed.
The board revisited Bill No. 87, for a second reading.
Alderman Krueger made a motion to suspend the rules and read Bill No. 87 for a second
reading. Alderman Bersche seconded the motion.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. (summary: Yes 7)
Yes: Thompson Price, Casey Wong, Steve Bersche, Ann McMunn, Dee Baebler, Kurt
Krueger, Nathan Lipe
Alderman Lipe read Bill No. 87 for a second reading.
Alderman Krueger made a motion to approve Bill No. 87. Alderman Price seconded the
motion.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. (summary: Yes 7)
Yes: Thompson Price, Casey Wong, Steve Bersche, Ann McMunn, Dee Baebler, Kurt
Krueger, Nathan Lipe
Mayor Fribis declared Bill No. 87 to become Ordinance #2162.

Resolution No. 519 – A Resolution amending the City of Sunset Hills Personnel
Policy Manual
Alderman Wong read Resolution No. 519.
Alderman Wong made a motion to approve Resolution No. 519. Alderman McMunn
seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.
APPOINTMENTS
Joshua Arnold – Board of Adjustment, term expires 2/11/2025.
Alderman Wong made a motion to accept the appointment. Alderman Lipe seconded the
motion and it was unanimously approved.
RE-APPOINTMENTS
Terry Beiter-Economic Development, term expires 2/11/2022
Mike Sawicki – Finance Committee, term expires 2/11/2022
Nathan Lipe – Finance Committee, term expires 2/11/2022

Jeff Camilleri – Finance Committee, term expires 2/11/2022
Sherri Schmidt – Gempp Commission, term expires 2/11/2023
Alderman Bersche made a motion to accept the re-appointments. Alderman Krueger
seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.
GENERAL DISCUSSION
Flooding
Mayor Fribis recommends no fill and no rise in any future development in a flood plain.
Alderman Wong distributed some handouts on flooding; he stated he would like to have
an informal public hearing with resident comments.
Alderman Lipe stated at the meeting with Corp of Engineers he liked the action plan they
suggested to be put in place.
Alderman Baebler stated the six bullet points on the handout look good and would like to
have the zero net fill added.
Alderman Wong would like to make a motion to have a bill drafted with the bullet points
and then have a public forum to debate.
Attorney Jones had a concern with the fourth bullet point. It was decided to eliminate
the fourth bullet point.
Alderman Wong read the six bullet points.
Mr. Baker stated that these five bullet points would be amending our current flood plain
ordinance. He stated these will be worked into our current ordinance and when changes are
made it will then need to be reviewed by SEMA.
He stated when the draft comes back from SEMA, then the board will be able to vote on
it.
Attorney Jones suggested to have the board approve it first and then send it SEMA for
approval, that way it’s not a draft but already approved by the board.
Some discussion was held regarding variances and approvals from the Board and what
constitutes a property owner requesting a variance, and flood plans developed with other
municipalities.
Alderman Wong made a motion to have Attorney Jones draft a flood ordinance
incorporating the five bullet points (excluding the fourth bullet point). Alderman McMunn
seconded the motion.
Alderman Lipe would like some of the Corp of Engineers suggestions included.
A voice vote was taken and it was unanimously passed.

Alderman Price asked for a report on the Jimmy John’s development, and if there is a
completion date.
Mr. Baker stated there is no completion date, and they have been doing interior work.
Alderman Price would like to have a completion date.
REQUEST TO MEET IN CLOSED SESSION
Request to meet in closed session pursuant to 610.21.3 and 610.21.1 RSMo to discuss
legal matters
No closed session.
ADJOURNMENT
Alderman Wong made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Alderman Lipe seconded the
motion and it was unanimously passed.
Meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m.
Recording Secretary

