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Sunset Hills Unified Development Ordinance
Note: Any purple text is from original Sunset Hills sign ordinance

Section 6 - Signs

6.0 - How to Use this Section

This Section is divided into three main subsections, types of signs, sign permissions, and sign standards. To use
this Section, first identify the type of sign proposed. Then, find that sign type in either the Table of Permitted
Permanent Signs or the Table of Permitted Temporary Signs. Next, determine which zoning district your
proposed sign will be located in. Then use the table to determine whether the proposed sign is permitted as of
right, conditionally, or is prohibited. If the proposed sign is permitted as-of-right or conditionally, proceed to
Section Eight, Administration and Enforcement, for instruction on the sign permitting process.

6.1 - General Provisions

6.1.1- Scope

The provisions of this Section shall govern the display, construction, erection, alteration, use, location, repair,
and maintenance of all signs together with their appurtenant and auxiliary devices in respect to structural and
fire safety. It shall be unlawful after the adoption of this Section to display, construct, erect, alter, use, or
maintain any sign except in conformance with the provisions of this Section.

6.1.2 - Approved Rules

In the absence of approved rules governing details of construction, the provisions of ANSI A60.1 (American
National Standards Institute, Inc.; Building Code Requirements for Load, Minimum Design in Buildings and Other
Structures) as amended from time to time shall be deemed to conform to the requirements of this Code unless
otherwise specified in this Section.

6.1.3 - Viewpoint Neutrality

1) Notwithstanding anything in this Section to the contrary, no sign or sign structure shall be subject to
any limitation based upon the viewpoint of the message contained on such sign or displayed on such
sign structure.

2) Notwithstanding anything in this Section to the contrary, it is the policy of the City to regulate signsin a
manner that does not favor commercial speech over noncommercial speech and does not regulate
protected noncommercial speech by message content.

3) Notwithstanding anything contained in this Section to the contrary, any sign erected pursuant to the
provisions of this Section may, at the option of the owner, contain a noncommercial message in lieu of
a commercial message and the noncommercial copy may be substituted in whole or in part at any time
in place of the commercial copy. The noncommercial message (copy) may occupy the entire sign face or
any portion of the sign face. The Sign Face may be changed from a commercial message to a
noncommercial message or from one noncommercial message to another non-commercial message;
provided, however, that there is no change in the size, height, setback, or spacing criteria contained in
this Section.

6.1.4 - Statement of Purpose
The purpose of this Section is to:

1) Regulate signs and sign lighting to preserve and enhance the appearance of Sunset Hills, and to protect
the value of properties in the City;

2) Insure that all signs within the City are compatible with existing land uses and/or buildings regarding
size, location, construction, and materials, and to discourage an unsightly, disproportionate,
inappropriate, and excessive number of signs;
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3)

4)

Insure that signs do not confuse, mislead, or otherwise endanger the public health, safety, or general
welfare;

Reduce visual clutter that may otherwise be caused by the proliferation, improper placement,
illumination, animation, excessive height, and excessive size (area) of signs which compete for the
attention of pedestrian and vehicular traffic; and

6.2 - Dimensional Standards of Permanent and Temporary Signs
The maximum size of aggregate sign(s), regardless of sign type, shall not be greater than one square foot of sign
area per lineal foot of lot frontage.

6.2.1- Wall Signs
The following dimensional standards shall apply to wall signs in the following zoning districts: LC, GC, LI, and

PO.

Size. Wall signs may cover a maximum of five percent of building frontage on which the sign is located.
Height. No wall sign shall protrude above the highest roof line or above the top of the parapet wall or
mansard roof.

Projection. Such signs shall not horizontally project more than 12 inches from the wall of the building

or structure to which it is attached and shall maintain a minimum vertical clearance of 10 feet.

Number of signs. Only one wall sign per building frontage of the building or unit of a building.

Provisions.

a) Building frontage for the purpose of this section shall be defined as the established main public
entrance for each unit.

b) On multiple-tenant buildings with multiple wall signs, all signs shall be of the same style,
proportions, base colors, and constructed of the same materials.

c) Corner lots may display a second sign for the secondary frontage.

d) Nowallsign shall cover any architectural features (architectural features shall include, but not be
limited to: pediment, cornice, belt course, pier, windows, pilaster, roof, decorative stone or tile
inlay, kick plate/bulkhead, raised or colored brick pattern, and corbel) of the building to which it is
affixed.

e) No wallsign shall be affixed to HVAC screening, elevator overrun, or other features protruding from
the roof of the structure, with the exception of building parapets which have been designed and
integrated into the architecture of the building and which are in line with and not set back from the
perimeter facade of the building.

[Insert Wall Sign Graphic]

6.2.2 - Monument Signs
The following dimensional standards shall apply to monument signs in the following zoning districts: LC, GC, LI,

and PO.

Size. The maximum size of the sign area of a monument sign shall be no greater than 50 square feet.
Height. The maximum height of any monument sign as measured from the base or foundation of the
sign shall be no greater than 8 feet above the center line datum elevation of the street immediately
adjacent to the sign location.

Number of signs. Each lot or parcel of land under one ownership or use may not have more than one
monument sign, with a maximum of two display surfaces, except that any lot or parcel with a frontage
of 350 feet or more may have two monument signs located not less than 250 feet apart.

Setbacks.
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a) No part of any monument sign may be closer than five feet from any street right-of-way,
property line, wall, fence, or any obstruction which would prevent a clear passage around.
5) Landscape requirements. A landscape planting area is required at the base of the sign. The landscape
area should be at least equal to the square footage of the sign in question.
6) Provisions.
a) No monument sign shall be located within eight feet of any electric power line, service drops or
line conductors, or in any location where the Director of Public Works or his/her designee finds
a reasonable danger that any electric power line would come in contact with the sign.
b) No monument sign shall be located within or over any public utility easement.
¢) Thestructural supports of all monument signs shall be concealed within the supporting base
or by rigid trim and/or skirting material.

[Insert Monument Sign Graphic]

Monument signs in the R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4 districts shall only be permitted as Comprehensive Sign Plans as
detailed in Section 6.5 of this Title.

[Insert Monument Graphic 2]

6.2.3 - Canopy/Awning Signs
The following dimensional standards shall apply to canopy or awning signs in the following zoning districts: LC,
GC, LI, and PO.

1) Height. All canopies and awnings shall be constructed and erected so that the lowest portion of the
projecting frame shall be not less than eight feet above the existing monument or grade level, and the
lowest portion of the extending skirt shall be not less than seven feet six inches above the existing
monument or grade level.

2) Projection. Such signs shall not horizontally project more than three feet six inches beyond the line of
the building or structure nor more than three feet six inches beyond that portion of the building or
structure to which it is attached.

3) Area. No advertising lettering shall cover more than 20 percent of the canopy or awning surface area.

4) Provisions.

a. Such signs shall have no internalillumination.

b. Such signs shall be erected as permitted by this Section but must be part of the total wall sign
area, not in addition to a wall sign as permitted by this Section.

c.  Such signs may not encroach upon or extend or project over any public right-of-way, including,
but not limited to, streets, alleys, and sidewalks.

d. All projecting signs shall be no closer than 18 inches to the curb of any adjacent street.

[Insert Canopy and Awning Sign Graphics]

6.2.4 - Window Signs
The following dimensional standards shall apply to window signs in the following zoning districts: LC, GC, LI, and
PO.

1) Coverage. The total window sign should not exceed 20 percent of each window section.

[Insert Window Signs Graphic]
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6.2.5 - Banner Signs
The following dimensional standards shall apply to banner signs in the following zoning districts: LC, GC, LI, and
PO.

1) Size. The maximum size of a banner sign shall not be greater than .5 square feet of sign area per lineal
foot of building frontage. Maximum of 50 square feet per banner sign is permitted.

2) Height. No banner sign shall protrude above the highest roof line or above the top of the parapet wall
or mansard roof.

3) Projection. Such signs shall be affixed flat against the building to which they are mounted.

4) Number of signs. Only one banner sign per building frontage of the building or unit of a building is
permitted.

5) Provisions.

a. Building frontage for the purpose of this section shall be defined as the established main public
entrance for each unit.

6.2.6 - Sandwich Board (A-Frame/Sidewalk Signs)
The following dimensional standards shall apply to sandwich board signs in the following zoning districts: B1,
B2, B3, and B4.

1) Size. The maximum size of any sandwich board sign shall not be greater than six square feet.

2) Height. The maximum height of any sandwich board sign shall not be greater than 40 inches above the
existing ground or grade level.

3) Setback. No part of any sandwich board sign may be closer than five feet from any street right-of-way
or property line.

4) Provisions.

a. No partof any sandwich board sign shall either impede the flow of pedestrian traffic along any
adjacent sidewalks or block any points of ingress or egress.

6.3 - Permitted Permanent Signs

The following Table identifies the permanent signs that are permitted as of right or conditionally in the indicated
districts. Before any permanent sign may be erected or constructed, a permanent sign permit must first be
issued by the Director of Public Works or his/her designee.

1) P:Signs permitted as of right
2) C:Signs permitted conditionally
3) X:Prohibited signs

Table 6.3 Permitted Permanent Signs
Sign Category

Wall Sign

Monument Sign
Canopy/Awning Sign
Window Sign

6.4 - Permitted Temporary Signs

The following Table identifies the temporary signs that are permitted as of right or conditionally in the indicated
districts. Permitted temporary signs shall be displayed for a period not to exceed 30 days per calendar year.
Before any temporary sign may be erected or constructed, a temporary sign permit must first be issued by the
Director of Public Works or his/her designee.
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1) P:Signs permitted as of right
2) C:Signs permitted conditionally
3) X:Prohibited signs

Table 6.4 Permitted Temporary Signs
Sign Type \ LC \ GC
Banner

Sandwich Board

6.5 - Comprehensive Sign Plans
A Comprehensive Sign Plan may be approved as an alternative to the requirements set forth in this Section for
the uses and developments listed below.

6.5.1 - Applicability
The Plan Commission may approve a Comprehensive Sign Plan for the following uses and developments:

1) Multiple tenant commercial, office, or employment uses,

2) Residential subdivisions,

3) Nonresidential uses in residential districts (places of worship, schools, etc.)

4) A multiple-building complex for a single commercial or employment use in a project exceeding XX
acres,

5) Stand-alone office/employment buildings exceeding XX square feet,

6) Indoor or outdoor entertainment and recreation uses,

7) Auto malls,

8) Hospitals,

9) Hotels and commercial lodging have at least XX guest rooms and a full-service restaurant or conference

and meeting rooms, and
10) Regional retail shopping malls.

6.5.2 - Conditions

The Plan Commission may attach conditions, requirements, or standards necessary to assure that the signs
covered by the Comprehensive Sign Plan will not be materially detrimental to persons or property in the vicinity.
In making its determination, the Plan Commission shall not base any condition on the message content of a
sign.

6.5.3 - Evaluation Criteria
1) Placement.
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